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(54) Method of filtering image data for compound document page processing 



(57) A last raster -based, enhanced, data compres- 
sion tecmque (FIG. 1) tor the printing of compound 
documents including pre-processing images in an orig- 
inal page oescrption form of the data before the page 
data is rastefued and compressed greatly improves 
conpressjtrtity Higher throughput and compression 
ratios aie enatrfed by taking advantage of image pixel- 
replicabon resolution enhancement (FIGS. 2, 2A, 2B, 
3A and 30) before rasterization actually occurs. 
Unsealed image data is filtered before it is rasterized to 
the final prmtng resolution. The filtering specifically 
enables a separate near loss-less compression algo- 
rithm (FIGS 4 4 A, 4B and 5) to operate on a rasterized 
page desenpton with high compression ratios. A data 
compression technique enables a system to compress 
compound document using a relatively fast and simple 
algorithm with near loss-less print quality. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE I N VENTION 
5 1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to data processing and, more particularly, to data filtering and data 
compression for compound document pages including tristimulus spatial coordinate color image data. 

to 2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] Raster-based printers use a coding technique which codes each picture element, commonly called a "pixel," 
of alphanumeric character text or a computer graphic into a digital data format. A "compound document" includes both 
text and graphics, for example, an advertising page having both text and photographs. Data compression is used to 

75 reduce a data set for storage and transfer. Compressed raster data is output by a computer for decompression and 
printing by a hard copy apparatus such as a laser printer or ink-jet printer, facsimile machine, or the like. Reductions in 
the amount of total data needed to transfer a complete page data set compensates for limitations in input/output ("I/O") 
data rates and I/O buffer sizes, particularly in a limited memory, hard copy apparatus that receives such raster-based 
data. With raster data, the goal is to reduce the quantity of data transferred without affecting the visual quality charac- 

20 ieristies of the document page. The following descriptions assume knowledge of an average person skilled in the art of 
both raster-based printing and data compression techniques. As used herein the term "image data" refers to photo- 
graphs or other digitally scanned, or otherwise produced, sophisticated graphics. 

[0003] Computerized systems that utilize loss-less compression techniques generally do not perform well on image 
data. While computationally achieving a 100:1 compression on text and business graphics (line art, bar charts, and the 

25 like) data, these complex algorithms usually achieve less than a 2:1 compression of image data. As a corollary, while 
image data can be compressed effectively with a "lossy" algorithm without significantly affecting perceptible image qual- 
ity (e.g., the JPEG industry standard for photographs - having a disadvantage of being relatively slow in and of itself), 
data compression solutions that rely solely on lossy algorithms visibly degrade text data (such as by leaving visual arti- 
facts), even at relatively low levels of compression. Moreover, lossy compression techniques do not achieve the desir- 

30 able high compression ratios. Still further, the advantages of JPEG-like compression over other techniques are reduced 
when compressing image data that have been scaled using a pixel -replication scaling algorithm common to rasterized 
compound documents (e.g., 150 dot-per-inch ("dpi") image data scaled up to a resolution of 300-dpi or 600-dpi). 
[0004] Solutions that use a mix of lossy and loss-less data compression are often slow and complex. For example, 
text and image data are sometimes separated to different channels, one containing the images using a lossy compres- 

35 sion technique, like JPEG, and the other using a loss-less compression technique for text and simple business graph- 
ics. This separation of data into individual channels can be slow and the results are dependent on the architecture of 
the rasterization engine that initially rasterized the compound document. Moreover, the use of a lossy algorithm some- 
times requires custom decompression hardware to achieve acceptable data processing speeds, which adds to the cost 
of a hard copy product. Again, the advantages of a JPEG-type algorithm are still reduced for images that have been 

40 scaled. Moreover, the relatively slow nature of JPEG is not improved even when compressing high resolution pixel rep- 
licated image data. 

[0005] Thus, there is a need for a fast, raster-based, data compression technique for the transmission of compound 
documents, particulary useful for hard copy printing. 

45 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In its basic aspects, the present invention provides a method for filtering an image data subset of a page 
description data set, including the steps of: receiving a set of page description data including at least one image data 
subset; filtering image data of the image data subset by comparing adjacent pixels and coalescing adjacent pixels hav- 
50 ing substantially identical color values into pixel blocks wherein each of the pixel blocks is a plurality of pixels described 
by pixel block size, location in the image data subset, and an average of the substantially identical color values of the 
adjacent pixels. 

[0007] In another basic aspect the present invention provides a method for filtering a data set of image raster data 
in the form of color space coordinate values for individual pixels, including the steps of: a) choosing a current pixel for 
55 filtering; b) comparing the current pixel to adjacent pixels; c) determining when adjacent pixels have a substantially 
identical color value; d) when the adjacent pixels do not have a substantially identical color value, choosing a new cur- 
rent pixel for filtering and returning to step b); e) when the adjacent pixels have a substantially identical color value, aver- 
aging the adjacent pixels and forming a pixel block therefrom having a single color space coordinate value therefor; f) 
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comparing adjacent pixel blocks; g) when adjacent pixel blocks have a substantially identical color value, averaging the 
adjacent pixel blocks and forming a pixel super-block therefrom having a single color space coordinate value therefor; 
h) repeating steps b. through g. for the entire data set until either no substantially identical color value pixels or pixel 
blocks or pixel super-blocks are adjacently located or until a predetermined size pixel block or super-block of a prede- 
termined grid size of pixels is created; and i) when adjacent pixel blocks do not have a substantially identical color value, 
choosing a new current pixel tor filtering and returning to step b. For each pixel block comparison in a current series of 
comparing steps, the difference error value is reduced based on predetermined parameters. 
[0008] In another basic aspect, the present invention provides a computer algorithm for filtering an image data set. 
including the steps of: operating on a predetermined number of rows of pixels of sad image data set by comparing and 
coalescing individual the pixels into rectangular blocks of pixels such that each of the rectangular blocks has a single 
color space coordinate identifier wherein block sizes of a programmable predetermined size block are constructed and 
each of the rectangular blocks is complete when a color difference error value between adjacent blocks exceeds a pro- 
grammable, variable, predetermined threshold such that a filtered image data set is formed from rectangular blocks of 
pixels; and replacing the image data set with the filtered image data set. 

[0009] In still another basic aspect, the present invention provides a data compression method for compound doc- 
ument data, including the steps of: receiving a set of page description data representing a compound document page; 
extracting image data from the set of page description data; filtering the image data and outputting a filtered image data 
set; restoring the filtered image data set to the set of page description data; rasterizing the set of page description data 
having the filtered image data set and outputting a set of rasterized page description data; and compressing the raster- 
ized page description data and outputting a set of compressed rasterized page description. The image data is reduced 
from individual pixels to pixel blocks representing groups of adjacent pixels having substantially identical color values. 
[001 0] In a further basic aspect, the present invention provides a computer memory having an image data filtering 
program including: means for receiving a set of page description data representing a compound document page; 
means for extracting image data from the set of page description data; means for filtering the image data and outputting 
a filtered image data set; means for restoring the filtered image data set to the set of page description data; means for 
rasterizing the set of page description data having the filtered image data set; and means for outputting a set of raster- 
ized page description data. 

[001 1 ] In yet another basic aspect, the present invention provides a computerized method for enhancing compress- 
ibility of a compound document single page data set, including the steps of: extracting pixel image data from the data 
set; filtering the pixel image data such that image regions of substantially the same color are in a compression 
enhanced format; recombining the image data set to form a data compressible enhanced format compound document 
single page data set; rasterizing the data compressible enhanced format compound document data set; and running a 
data compression process on the data compressible enhanced format compound document page data set. The step of 
filtering includes the steps of comparing pairs of pixels; averaging representative color data of the pairs of pixels if 
respective pixel image data are close enough in value so as to minimally affect print quality such that pixel blocks are 
formed set to a single color value for enhancing compressibility; and averaging pixel blocks with neighboring blocks to 
create larger blocks until a predetermined super-block size is reached or until a color error tolerance is reached wherein 
as super-block area grows, the color error tolerance is reduced. 

[001 2] It is an advantage of the present invention that it provides data compression for documents with a mix of text, 
image data, and business graphics which can be compressed and decompressed quickly with high compression ratios. 
[0013] It is an advantage of the present invention that it provides a near loss-less data compression and decom- 
pression. 

[0014] It is an advantage of the present invention that it provides a data compression enhancement technique that 
can be tuned to trade image quality with compression ratio. 

[001 5] It is a further advantage of the present invention that it increases compression ratios for high resolution 
image data with substantially no perceptible image quality changes. 

[001 6] It is an advantage of the present invention that text and graphics portions of a compound document are com- 
pressed in a loss-less or near loss-less manner with high compression ratios. 

[0017] It is a further advantage of the present invention that it is effective on images that have been scaled to a 
higher resolution through pixel replication. 

[0018] ft is another advantage of the present invention that no data separation between images and text or compu- 
ter graphics is required during data compression and decompression. 

[0019] It is another advantage of the present invention that it can be implemented in software. 
[0020] It is yet another advantage of the present invention that software implementation enables faster implemen- 
tation. 

[0021] It is yet another advantage of the present invention that it has lower computational complexity which pro- 
vides fast data compression and decompression. 

[0022] It is another advantage of the present invention that it specifies an intermediate format which can convert 
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from any host format to any format within a hard copy apparatus. 

[0023] Other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent upon consideration of 
the following explanation and the accompanying drawings, in which like reference designations represent like features 
throughout the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0024] 

FK3. 1 is an overall system block diagram and methodology flowchart in accordance with the present invention. 
FK3 2 is a top level flowchart of image data filtering branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 1. 
FK3 2A rs a subroutine flowchart of the filtering branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 2. 
FK3 26 is a subroutine flowchart of the filtering branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 2. 
FGS 3 A and 3B are pictorial representations of the pixel data processing subroutines as shown in FIGS. 2 A and 
26 and the pixel grid alignments used for creating coalesced blocks of pixels. 

FIG 4 « a top level flowchart of a data compression branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 1 . 
FIG 4A is a subroutine flowchart of the data compression branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 

4 

FIG 4E is a subroutine flowchart of the data compression branch of the system and methodology as shown in FIG. 
4 

FIG 5 is a thematic representation of the replacement data string for the data compression branch of the system 
and methodology as shown in FIGS. 4, 4A and 4B. 

[0025] The r* awings referred to in this specification should be understood as not being drawn to scale except if spe- 
cifically noted 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0026] Refe* ence is made now in detail to a specific embodiment of the present invention, which illustrates the best 
mode present!/ contemplated by the inventors for practicing the invention. Alternative embodiments are also briefly 
described as applicable Basic knowledge of a person skilled in the arts comprising computerized color imaging and 
digital data compression is assumed for the following description. Subtitles used herein are for the convenience of the 
reader; no limitation on the scope of the invention is intended nor should any be implied therefrom. 

General 

[0027] Turning to FIG. 1 . the present invention provides a method for fast, raster-based, enhanced, data compres- 
sion technique tor the printing of compound documents, including pre-processing images in an original page description 
form of the data before the page data is rasterized and compressed. Computer programs generate page description 
data, "PDD," 103 n proprietary and industry standardized data formats. Examples of pre-rasterized PDD well known in 
the art are PostScript 1 ™, Windows 1 ™ enhanced metafiles. PCL^-S (a "printer control language" developed and promul- 
gated by Hewlett-Packard Company, the assignee of the present invention, as a widely-used, standard, driver software 
for laser page p» inters), QuickDraw 1 ™ Pict 1m , and the like software applications 101. U.S. Patent Nos. 5,483,622 and 
5,490,237 (Zimmerman et al.. assigned to the common assignee of the present invention) are illustrative of PCL tech- 
niques and are incorporated herein by reference in their entireties; see also, The Hardcopy Observer 1992 Guide to the 
Printer Industry, pages 151-158, incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

[0028] In any known manner, image data is extracted from the PDD 103 and sent to an image filter 201, FIG. 2, 
before being sent back to a known manner rasterization engine 105. FIG. 1. The image data extracted from the PDD 
103 is in the form of pixel-by-pixel spatial coordinates [e.g. for red/green/blue, color space coordinate digital data triplets 
"R 7 . 0 G 7 . 0 B 7 . 0 \ for cyan/magenta/yellow primary color data, digitized data triplets "C7.0 M 7 . 0 Y 7 ^," (see e.g., Color Sci- 
ence: Concepts and Methods, Quantitative Data and Formulae. Wyszecki & Stiles, second ed., copr. 1982 John Wiley 
& Sons)]. The image filtering algorithm 201 operates on the original, unsealed image data, making it more compressible 
for a loss-less compression algorithm. 

Image Data Fitter 



[0029] The image filter 20 1 first looks at pairs of pixels and averages the data if the pixels are close enough in value 
so as to minimally affect print quality. In the preferred embodiment, compared pixels are considered to be substantially 
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the "same" color value when their value is within a predetermined value, e.g., an initial difference color of: 

ERROR = (3*difference value Red + ^difference value Green + 2*difference value Blue) + 8 Equation 1 

where "difference value 'color* " means the spatial coordinate value difference [e.g., Red coordinate value currenl pixe i • 
Red coordinate value compar j Son pj xe J. The multipliers for each coordinate in Equation 1 were selected as roughly the 
equivalent to the human visual response to color components as produced in a color hard copy apparatus, such as an 
ink-jet printer. The filter then coalesces pixels to form "blocks. " When a block is averaged 

i Red finaI = ( R PiXEL0 + RpiXELlV 2 Green final =( G PIXEL0 + G PIXELl) /2 ' and Blue iinal = ( B PlxaO + B PIXEL1 W , where 

standard pixel 0 and pixelj color values are expressed in a selected one of the standard tristimulus color space coordi- 
nate systems], the two pixels within that block are effectively set to a single color value which greatly enhances com- 
pressibility. This forms pixel blocks that may again be averaged with neighboring blocks to create larger blocks, or 
"super-blocks," of pixels with same color values in them, e.g., a large photographic area of a clear blue sky. Similarly, 
pixel super-blocks can be iteratively averaged until a predetermined super-block size is reached. In other words, raw 
PDD pixels are "grown" to whatever size is practical for color error tolerance a to a predetermined size. As the area 
grows, the tolerance is reduced. Initial allowable error as set forth in Equation 1 is halved each time the size of a block 
of averaged pixels doubles in the x-axis (horizontally across the image) or the y-axis (vertically along the image). Block 
sees stop growing when the error value would exceed the allowable threshold. In the preferred embodiment, block sizes 
up to 8 -pixels by 4-pixels are created unless error tolerance is exceeded. 

[0030] The filter algorithm 201 operates on a predetermined number of rows of pixels, e.g. four rows, for comparing 
and coalescing pixels into rectangular blocks of pixels, or super-blocks, of a single color therefrom into the predeter- 
mined wed block. The first test 203 is whether a sufficient number of rows are remaining in the data stream for filtering. 
[0031 ] Assuming, for this example, there are at least four rows left in the image for filtering, the data of the first two 
ro*rs of the four under consideration is processed 205 as shown in FIG. 2 A. It will also be beneficial to refer simultane- 
ously to FIGS 3A and 3B which schematically depict pixel grid alignments used for creating coalesced blocks of pixels 
in accordance with the process of the present invention. 

(0032] The PDD row data 208 for the two adjacent rows are compared pixel-by-pixel 209. Fa convenience of 
deso<rton. a previous or superjacent pixei row in the y-axis is designated "north"; adjacent column pixels in the x-axis 
are Designated "east" and "west" of each other; thus, adjacent pixels of a 2x2 pixel set can then be described as 
nortrVsouth/east/west/northeast/e/ seq. [It should be recognized that directions are relative as PDD could be manipu- 
lated top-to-bottom, bottom-to-top, left-to-right, right-to-left; thus these designators are used for facilitating this descrip- 
tion and are not intended as limitations on the scope of the invention nor should such intention be implied.] Referring to 
FK3 3B. a grid is formed, where the dark vertical lines every four pixels indicates the placement of where blocks are 
coalesced. Two-by-two (2x2) pixel sets are processed. A logical AND, step 21 1 , specifies when filtering on a multiple of 
four boundary. 

[0033] When not a multiple of four boundary, the 2x2 pixel set is flagged 215 for filtering. When a multiple of four 
boundary, the last 2x2 pixel is flagged as not averaged and the 2x2 pixel set is flagged 215 for filtering. The remaining 
steps 217 - 233 of the subroutine of FIG. 2 A shows a typical two row-pixel pair averaging process. It will be recognized 
by a person skilled in the art that a similar data reduction subroutine can be implemented for a filter sized other than in 
this particular exemplary embodiment. 

[0034] For pixels where no color data is resident, namely white regions of the image where the north pixel and 
south pixel are both white, the subroutine simply moves on 219, 221, 223 (return and shift point) to the next pixel avail- 
able for comparison. 

[0035] Where color data is resident (217, No-path), a first COLOR_RELATIVE_VALUE_ERROR (also referred to in 
the FIGS, as "color delta") threshold test 225 determines the filtering path. If the COLOR_ RELATIVE_VALUE_ERROR 
is less than the predetermined threshold between the current pixel and the pixel north thereof 225, Yes-path, the current 
pixel and its vertically adjacent pixel, the north pixel, are averaged 227, as also shown in FIG. 3 by the first "P"-path, 
starting from the upper left corner of the drawing. In FIG. 3, note that the arrows designated "P" show the preferred 
super-block growth data processing path; alternate paths are designated "A." The target goal for a two-row raw PDD 
comparison is a 4x2 super-block. 

[0036] If the difference between a current pixel and its north pixel is more than the initial 
COLOR_RELATIVE_VALUE_ERROR threshold 225, No-path, meaning that no data reduction can be implemented 
between the current pixel and the north pixel, then east/west comparison is implemented as also shown in FIG. 3 by the 
first A-path in the upper left-hand corner. A pixel averaging, which can rapidly determine whether there are remaining 
pixels still to be grouped until an iterative test fails, thereafter proceeds through either path, designated 231 and 232, 
for as long as an initial current pixel can be grown to a predetermined super-block construct. That is, in the present 
exemplary embodiment until the targeted 4x2 block from two rows of PDD is reached, or a dead end in FIG. 3 is 
reached, or until an ERROR value would exceed the allowable predetermined threshold, for block of area 2, wherein 
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the initial predetermined threshold allowable 225, 226 is iteratively halved 225', 225". 226', 226" for each succeeding 
comparison. 

[0037] This pixel coalescence process loops for the first two rows of pixels until finished 209 and returns to the top 
level process of FIG. 2. An identical subroutine 205 is run on the next two rows, designated subroutine 205* in FIG. 2. 
Once the second two rows are filtered, there is a pair of filtered rows data to be coalesced 206, containing coalesced 
blocks of up to 4x2 in size. 

[0038] FIG. 2B is the subroutine 206 (see also FIG. 2) for coalescing the data of the pair of filtered rows to a final 
goal of an 8x4 block value that can be used for data compression. As long as there are pixel blocks available for com- 
parison 253, further filtered rows pair coalescence can be performed. A test is implemented 255 to determine the 
results of the initial row pair filtering subroutines 205. 205'. When a preferred path "P" has been implemented through- 
out, two 4x2 blocks, vertically stacked will exist, 255, Yes-path. In the then following subroutine steps, generally desig- 
nated path 257, as with the individual row pixel data, the filtered rows pair data is compared to the iteratively halved 
ERROR threshold 259, 259*. The process loops 261 back to the next block set of the filtered rows pair data. 
[0039] When an alternate path has been required, 255, No-path t the initial row pair filtering subroutines 205. 205' 
will have achieved a less than 4x2 coalescence, e.g., 2x1 , 1 x2, 2x4, dependent upon the particular path followed in FIG. 
3. Therefore, alternative filtering paths, generally designated pat 263, to coalesce such lesser blocks is followed, simi- 
larly finding and averaging blocks when the iteratively halved ERROR threshold appropriately to the size blocks to be 
averaged 265, 265', 265". Once there are no more blocks to be considered 253. the process returns 265 to the top level 
image filter routine 201 . 

[0040] The top level filter 201 advances 207 to the next grid of four rows and repeats. The grid offset is cycled as 
demonstrated in FIG. 3B to minimize visual artifacts from the coalescing process. 

[0041] Returning now to FIG. 1 , the fully filtered PDD image data from the filter routine 201 is recombined with the 
rest of the data, eg., text, bar charts, and the like, and rasterized 105 in a known manner convenient to the particular 
implementation. The rasterized page description. "RPD," 107 now constitutes a data set that is in a more compressible 
form than existed in the original PDD 103 with respect to the image data content. Note the advantage that only single 
page of data still exists and is rasterized 107 in accordance with known processes; that is. the data has not been sep- 
arated into multiple channels. A compression algorithm engine 109 can thus be a loss-less compression technique nor- 
mally reserved for text and business graphics type data only. 

Compression 

[0042] FIG. 4 details a preferred embodiment data compression algorithm 109. It will be recognized by a person 
skilled in the art that a different compression algorithm may be employed on RPD data 400. While the RPD data 400 in 
the preferred embodiment is the set 107, FIG. 1 , that has been filtered for enhanced compresstoility, note that the ras- 
terized page description data can also be any other rasterized image data set ready for compression. 
[0043] In the main, the near loss-less version of this algorithm 109 combines the elements of run-length encoding 
with a seed-row-relative value encoding, modified to handle a 24-bit RGB format, where the "seed row" is a vertically 
adjacent (i.e. superjacent or "north") pixel row to the row in which current pixel data is being considered for compres- 
sion. In the preferred embodiment, this compression formatting records only pixels that are different from both a verti- 
cally adjacent pixel and a horizontally adjacent pixel, e.g., the pixel above, 'north," and the pixel to the left, "west." These 
are the logical choices since the values therefor have been recorded; however, ft should be recognized that other adja- 
cent pixel data can similarly be used for color value comparison and that while the north and west pixels are the pre- 
ferred embodiment choice, no limitation on the scope of the invention is intended thereby nor should any be inferred 
therefrom. 

[0044] If a recorded pixel is of a value substantially similar in color value to the corresponding pixel in the seed row 
(see step 451, infra), namely the superjacent, or north, pixel to the current pixel, it is recorded as a 16-bit relative quan- 
tity that encodes the difference. This enables many pixels to be encoded in a 16-bit field as opposed to a 24-bit field. 
[0045] More specifically, the RPD pixel data 400 is considered by the compression algorithm 109 as a pair of pixel 
rows: a "current row" and its preceding row, the "seed row," pixels again being considered as having a relative 
north/south vertical orientation and an east/west horizontal orientation. At the beginning of a row, the "current pixel" 
immediately follows the left raster margin. Thereafter, the "current pixel" refers to the pixel in the current row being proc- 
essed. 

[0046] The current pixel is compared 403, 405 to a vertically adjacent pixel, e.g.. the north-located seed row pixel. 
If identical, an offset count is incremented 406. An offset of zero, "0". indicates the current pixel; an offset of one. "1." 
indicates the pixel following the current pixel. When not identical 405. the current pixel is compared to the following 
west-located pixel 401 \ 407. H identical, replacement pixel run, "RPR " compression is used 409, FIG. 4B. When not 
identical, replacement pixel relative value data is generated 41 1 , FIG. 4A. 

[0047] FIG 5 depicts an encoding format for compressed raster pixel data, RPD. Data 501 consists of a command 
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byte and optional seed row offset value fields, replacement count value fields, and color data. Replacement pixel data 
replaces the raw RPD with a replacement data string, also referred to herein as the "relative value string," which con- 
sists of a command, color data; optional seed row offset value and replacement count value fields are provided as 
needed. A series of replacement strings describe a raster. 
[0048] The "Command Byte" has four segments: 

(1) "CMD Bit." 

(2) "Pixel Source Bit," 

(3) "Seed Row Count,** and 

(4) "Replacement Count." where 

-CMD Brt" is set to zero, "0," for a Replacement Pixel List, "RPL," data group, viz., FIG. 4A path, and set to one. "1," 
for a Replacement Pixel Run, "RPR," data group, viz., FIG. 4B path; 
"Pixel Source Bit" indicates what color the compression run will be. where: 

0 « new color (no caching is being used). 

1 ■ use west (i.e., preceding column, same row) color, 

2 * use northeast (i.e., superjacent row, following column) color, 

3 « use a cached color, where for RPR groups Pixel Source bits indicate the color for an entire compression 
run of the FK3 4B path since only one color needs to be specified; and for RPL Data compression runs of the 
FJG 4 a path, the Pixel Source bits indicate the color for just the initial pixel in the run and remaining pixels are 
encoded m the Data Bytes field; and the cache color is updated by each encoded new cola (color cache 
begins with white for each raster by definition); the location is relative to the current pixel location after the seed 
row copy run (where "seed row copy run" means the number of consecutive pixels to copy from the seed row); 

"Seed Row Count* is the number of pixels to copy from the seed row; and "Replacement Count" is the number of 
consecutive pixels to be replaced (in the preferred embodiment, for RPL Data transfers this is one less than the 
actual number (e g., a replacement of six pixels is specified with a count of five); and for RPR transfers this is two 
less than the actual number). 

[0049] M the Seed Row Count of the Command Byte is greater than two, additional offset values, are set in the 
Optional Pixel Bytes field of the replacement data string which are added to the total Seed Row Count. This happens 
until the last Seed Row Count byte is indicated by a value less than two-five-five (255). If the Replacement Count in the 
Command Byre is g eater than six, additional values are set in the Optional Replacement Count Bytes field of the 
replacement data stnng that are added to the total Replacement Count. This happens until the last Replacement Count 
value is indicated by a value less than two-five-five (255). 

[0050] H the CMD bit is "0." the replacement data is a RPL encoded string. The number of pixels immediately fol- 
lowing a command and its optional bytes is the Replacement Count + 1 . One exception occurs when Pixel Source does 
not indicate a new color or the first pixel; then the number of pixels following the Command and its optional bytes is the 
Replacement Count. 

[0051] If the CMD bit is "1," the replacement data is a RPR encoded string; optional Seed Row Count bytes and 
Replacement Count bytes may be added. If the Pixel Source Bit indicates a new color, then it will be encoded in the 
Data Bytes fi^d Otherwise the color of the RPR will be obtained from an alternate source, as explained hereinafter, 
and there will be no Data Bytes. Just as in the RPL Data case, an encoded pixel will be of the absolute form or a relative 
value, viz. an encoded replacement form. The length of the run, in pixels, is the Replacement Count +2. 
[0052] In comb«nation with FIG. 4, FIG. 4A shows a RPL Data group compression run, i.e., the RPR Bit = 0. Each 
current pixel color is encoded as either a RGB absolute value or a RGB relative value from the corresponding seed row 
pixel. Only pixels m the current row that differ from their respective seed row value are replaced. The relative color pixel 
value is a signed number to be added to the corresponding R or G or B component from the current pixel's companion 
seed row comparison pixel R or G or B component, respectively. From FIG. 4, it is known that the current pixel is not 
the same value as its "north" seed row pixel, step 405. No-path. A determination 407 is made as to whether the current 
pixel is the same color value as predetermined adjacent pixel in the current row. or "east," pixel. If so. an RPR compres- 
sion subroutine 41 1 is run; if not. a raw pixel comparison difference compression, or RPL Data, subroutine 409 is run. 
[0053] If the current pixel is not the same color as the west pixel, the RPL Data subroutine 409 first determines 421 
if the current pixel is defined as identical to the last cached color and the Pixel Source Bit is set 423 to three (see FIG. 
5 explanation above). If not, the current pixel is compared 425 to a superjacent next column pixel, the "northeast" pixel. 
If so. the Pixel Source Bit is set 427 to two. If not, the current pixel is compared 429 to the current row previous pixel 
color value. If the same, the Pixel Source Bit is set 431 to one; if not, the Pixel Source Bit is set 433 to zero and the 
cached color is the current pixel color. 
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[0054] Once the Pixel Source Bit is appropriately set. a determination 435 is made as to whether the northeast pixel 
and east pixel to the current pixel are not equal and whether the current pixel and east pixel are not equal and that the 
end of the row has not been reached. If so, the test can be shifted ahead, east, one pixel and re-run, incrementing the 
Replacement Count each time, step 437. When the test 435 finally fails, a determination 439 is made whether the west 
pixel is the same as the current pixel. If not the Offset Length and Replacement Count is set 441 ; if true, the run backs 
up 443 one pixel in both rows, decrementing the pixel count for end-of-row determination, and then the Offset Length 
and Replacement Count is set 441 . If the run on the data is at the end of a current row 445, the process returns to the 
top level routine, starting a compression run of the next row of the RPD data 403 unless the current row was the last 
row 413 and the compression run ends 415. if not, at the end of a current row, the Pixel Source Bit is reset, loop 447, 
449, 445, 447. A determination 451 is then made whether the current pixel, that is, the pixel that started the compari- 
son-and-shrft test just completed, can be encoded, reducing the data set. 

[0055] Whether a RPL Data run 409 or a RPR Data run 41 1 , FIG. 4B, the decision 451 as to whether a relative color 
pixel or an absolute color coordinate pixel value is used. In combination with FIG. 4, when 407 the current pixel is the 
same color as the east pixel, a RPR group compression run 41 1 , i.e., the RPR Brt = 1 . is performed on the current pixel. 
Sutwoutine 41 1 is similar in Pixel Source Bit setting to subroutine 409 without repeating the step-by*step description 
hee Thus, known manner run length encoding is used, combined with the same caching scheme as in the RPL Data 
run Again. Optional Offset Bytes and Replacement Bytes may be added. The single pixel to be replicated follows the 
Command Byte in either the absolute value or relative value. The length of the run, in pixels, is the (Replacement 
Counw2| 

[0056] Therefore, at the heart of the compression a'gorithm, for either subroutine is the decision 451 whether a rel- 
ative color pixel or an absolute color coordinate pixel value is used in the data field, where: 

- 1 6 Red currentFi0 ] - R *J seed row [7.0] 1 5 Equation 2 

- 1 6 Green - Green seed ^ { 7 0] 1 5 Equation 3 

- 32 Blue curTent[7t1] - Blue ^ row { 7 0] 30. Equation 4 

when true the current pixel data is output as a 15-bit relative value when false is output as a 23-bit absolute value, as 
also shown in FIG. 5. Replacement pixels normally require 3-bytes to fully define the 24-bit RGB pixel. However, most 
replacement pixels are substantially similar to the corresponding pixels in the previous row. This enables most pixels to 
be encoded as a set of three relative values where each RGB component is defined as a small signed integer that is 
added to the corresponding seed row pixel component to create the current pixel. Because some pixels are substan- 
tially different in color and require a frill 24-bit RGB definition, the present invention provides a way to indicate whether 
the encoded pixel is a relative color or an absolute color pixel. This indication is provided by reserving a single bit in the 
encoded pixel to indicate whether it is a 15-bit relative pixel or a 24-bit absolute pixel. Furthermore, enabling the com- 
pression format to encode all commands and data as full byte quantities greatly reduces compression and decompres- 
sion complexity and computation time. Therefore, a Relative Pixel Flag bit 511. FIG. 5, requires that a 24-bit absolute 
pixel value be reduced to 23-bits to reserve room for the Relative Pixel Flag bit. Because the blue channel is substan- 
tively less visible than either the red or green channels, blue can be adequately encoded with only 7-bits of precision 
for most applications; thus, the differences in Equation 4. Likewise, a 1 5-bit relative pixel (a set of five, signed, quantities 
for R, G. and B) also drops the lowest significant bit for the blue channel, enabling the blue channel to encode a dynamic 
range of -32 to +30 instead of the -1 6 to +1 5 as for red and green. [While this is a preferred embodiment suited for indus- 
trial application in ink-jet printing, it will be recognized by a person trained in the art of data compression that a fully loss- 
less algorithm that encodes the full 8-bits of precision for the blue channel can be encoded by either dispensing with 
the relative color portion of the compression algorithm or by enabling non-byte aligned data so that the 1-bit flag can be 
encoded along with the full 24-bit RGB absolute color.] 

[0057] A current pixel color value, viz., the color space data triplet, within the boundary conditions of Equations 2 - 
4 is replaced 453, 453* with a 16 bit -relative value from the known seed row pixel. A current pixel outside the boundary 
conditions retains 455, 455* the 24-bit absolute color bits. 

[0058] When on a RPL Data compression run 409, since the current pixel is not the same as either its north pixel 
405/No or its west pixel 407/No. the subroutine 409 can move to the next pixel in the seed row and current row before 
outputting the replacement string, looping to the end of the row before returning to the top level routine 109. When on 
a RPR compression run 41 1 where the current pixel was only the same as its west pixel, the run immediately returns 
459 to the top level routine 109. Thus, the compression algorithm 109 is retaining individual pixel image data values of 
the color image raster data set that are different from the north pixel adjacent thereto and the northeast pixel adjacent 
thereto and the west pixel adjacent thereto and any cached pixel data, encoding individual pixel image data values for 
pixels in the current pixel row. 
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[0059] H can now be recognized that in combination with the caching information provided by the Pixel Source Bit, 
that a number of pixels in a current row that are within the decision boundaries can be replaced by a single string. The 
present invention provides a data compression for images that is especially effective on images that have been scaled 
to a higher raster resolution. Most 300-dpi images that have been pixel replicated to 600-dpt can be compressed at a 

5 ratio of 18:1; 150-dpi images scaled to 600-dpi can be compressed at a ratio of 70:1. Furthermore, decompression is 
relatively fast when implemented by software in accordance with the present invention. Tests have shown a Motorola*" 
Coldfire 3, 48-MHZ processor decompresses a typical full-color, 8x10-inch ( 600-dpi, business graphics document in 
under 100-milliseconds; a full page, 300-dpi, color image, rasterized to 600-dpi decompresses in just under 2-seconds. 
[0060] Thus the present invention provides a fast, raster-based, data compression technique for the printing of 

70 compound documents by processing images in an original page description form of the data before it is rasterized and 
compressing the rasterized page description. A fast, raster-based, substantially loss-less (see Equation 4) data com- 
pression technique for the printing of compound documents of filtered image data, achieving relatively high compres- 
sion ratios on compound documents. Overall, this system process is much faster than compressing scaled image data 
because there is much less data to process (for example, a full 8-inch by 10-inch, 150-dpi color photo image contains 

75 about 5.1 -megabytes of data, but after scaling to 600-dpi would contain about 82-megabytes of data). 

[0061] Returning to FIG. 1, the output of the compression algorithm is compressed raster data 1 1 1 which can be 
efficiently transmitted over the I/O connection. 

[0062] The foregoing description of the preferred embodiment of the present invention has been presented for pur- 
poses of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form or to 

20 exemplary embodiments disclosed. Obviously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to practitioners 
skilled in this art. Similarly, any process steps described might be interchangeable with other steps in order to achieve 
the same result. The embodiment was chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of the invention and 
its best mode practical application, thereby to enable others skilled in the art to understand the invention for various 
embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the particular use or implementation contemplated. It is 

25 intended that the scope of the invention be defined by the claims appended hereto and their equivalents. 

Claims 

1 . A method for filtering an image data subset of a page description data set, characterized by the steps of: 

30 

receiving 101 . 103 a set of page description data including at least one image data subset; 
filtering 201 image data of the image data subset by comparing adjacent pixels and coalescing adjacent pixels 
having substantially identical color values into pixel blocks wherein each of said pixel blocks is a plurality of pix- 
els described by pixel block size, location in said image data subset, and an average of the substantially iden- 
35 tical color values of the adjacent pixels 205-207; 

outputting 204 said pixel blocks as a filtered image data subset; and 
restoring 105 the filtered image data subset to the page description data set. 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the step of filtering is characterized by the further step of: 

40 

determining 231 1 232 when compared pixels have coalesced into a pixel block of a first predetermined size or 
when compared pixels have exceeded a predetermined threshold for constituting said substantially identical 
color values. 

45 3. The method as set forth in claim 2, characterized by the further step of: 

stopping said coalescing when compared pixels have coalesced into a block of a first predetermined size (FIG. 
3) or when compared pixels have exceeded a predetermined threshold 225, 226 for constituting said substan- 
tially identical color values. 

50 

4. The method as set forth in claim 2 or 3 wherein the step of determining when compared pixels have exceeded a 
predetermined threshold is characterized by the further steps of (FIG. 2A): 

a. sequentially comparing adjacent individual pixels in first adjacent pixel rows; 
55 b. coalescing adjacent individual pixels into first blocks of pixels when a difference between color values for 

each of said individual pixels is less than an initial predetermined threshold; 

c. repetitively comparing adjacent pixel blocks to said first blocks and coalescing said first blocks of pixels with 
said adjacent pixel blocks when the difference between color values for adjacent pixel blocks is less than said 
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predetermined initial threshold iteratively reduced by a predetermined ratio for each repetitive comparison. 

5. The method as set forth in claim 4 characterized by the further steps of (FIG. 2A): 

d repeating steps a. through c. for a set of a predetermined number of second adjacent pixel rows to a set of 
a predetermined number of said first adjacent pixel rows; and 

e. coalescing pixel blocks of said first adjacent pixel rows with adjacent pixel blocks of said second adjacent 
pixel rows into larger blocks of pixels such that each of said larger blocks of pixels is less than or equal to a 
pixei biock of a second predetermined size when the difference between coior values for adjacent pixel biocte 
is less than a predetermined initial threshold iteratively reduced by a predetermined ratio for each repetitive 
comparison. 

6. The method as set forth in claim 5 characterized by the further step of: 

f. cyclically offsetting 207 selected adjacent pixel rows such that each pixel row of the image data subset is 
compared to each pixel row adjacent thereto. 

7. A computer memory having an image data filtering program characterized by: 

means 103 receiving a set of page description data representing a compound document page; 

means 201 br extracting image data from the set of page description data; 

means 201 br filtering the image data and outputting a filtered image data set; 

means 105 tor restoring the filtered image data set to the set of page description data; 

means 105 br rasterizing the set of page description data having the filtered image data set; and 

means 107 br outputting a set of rasterized page description data. 

8. The computer memor y having an image data filtering program as set forth in claim 7, wherein said means for filter- 
ing the image data and outputting a filtered image data set further is characterized by: 

means 205 br reducing the image data by coalescing individual adjacent pixels having a substantially identical 
color values into blocks wherein each of said blocks is described by a pixel-grid size, location in said image 
data, and an average of the substantially identical color values. 

9. The computer memory having an image data filtering program as set forth in claim 8, wherein means for reducing 
the image data by coalescing individual adjacent pixels having a substantially identical color values into blocks fur- 
ther is characterized by: 

means 231. 232 tor determining when compared pixels have coalesced into a block of a predetermined size, 
and 

means 225. 226 for determining when compared pixels have exceeded a predetermined threshold for consti- 
tuting said substantially identical color values. 

10. The computer memory having an image data filtering program as set forth in claim 8 or 9, wherein means for reduc- 
ing the image data by coalescing individual adjacent pixels having a substantially identical color values into blocks 
further is characterized by: 

means 207 for cyclically offsetting the means for reducing such that every pixel row of is compared to both pixel 
rows adjacent thereto. 
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